
 
 
 
     
 

 
  



 

 

 
 

CAMP IMMOKALEE 
Program Handbook 
 

Staff 

Our Camp Immokalee staff is dedicated to making your child’s Winter Camp experience exciting, safe and 

memorable. Should you ever have any questions about Camp Immokalee, our policies or procedures, 

please feel free to contact us at any time. 

 

Theresa Serr, Executive Director 

Theresa began her YMCA and camping career with the Detroit Y in 1986. In 1996, she moved to Alaska 

and spent 16 exiting years in working in Outdoor Programs in “The Great Land.” Theresa is an American 

Camp Association associate standards visitor, and a Weikert Center for Youth Program Quality assessor.  

Her undergrad degree is in Recreation and Park Management, and her graduate degrees are in Public 

Administration and Organizational Leadership. She is very glad and excited to be a part of the Immokalee 

family, and proud to steward camp for many seasons to come! 

 

What You Will Find in This Packet 

All the information you will need for your camper’s participation in winter camp! Information that includes 

activities, daily schedule, packing list, arrivals & departures, medical and medications, directions, and 

much more! As always, please feel free to call the camp office 352.473.4213 with any questions. We look 

forward to having your camper here for winter camp this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Information for Families 

Welcome to YMCA Camp Immokalee’s Winter Program Handbook! We can’t wait to make your child’s 

experience at winter camp both exciting and memorable. We hope your child will love Immokalee so much 

that he/she will want to return for spring camp, summer camp, and winter camps… well into the future! 

Please read through this handbook thoroughly, as there are some changes from the summer handbook. 

Also please keep this as a reference when your child goes to camp. 

 

This handbook is designed to make you and your camper familiar with the Camp Immokalee winter 

program, along with our policies and procedures. If you have any questions, please call the camp office at 

352.473.4213.  

 

What should I do to help my child prepare for camp? 

Campers will take care of themselves, their belongings, and make their own beds with counselor 

supervision. We therefore encourage you to let them help with their own packing (or do it themselves if 

old enough) and don’t worry too much about neatness!  One of the greatest things a child can learn from 

camp is responsibility. Support your camper’s decision to go to winter camp and concentrate on the many 

new, exciting experiences ahead! 

 

Camp Fees 

Camp fees should have all been paid upon registration for winter camp, including the optional paintball 

and horseback riding fees. We are unable to guarantee a space for your camper if fees are not paid in full 

at least 2 weeks prior to camp. 

 

Activities 

Activities will include: archery, BB’s, sports, crafts, games, boating, and more. Each day campers will have 

activities that they will participate in with their age/cabin group as well as activities that they will select 

individually. Campers who pre-register for the horseback riding programs will be assigned a designated 

time for their ride. 

 

HORSEBACK RIDING - Campers will have the opportunity to learn to care for the horses, ride in the ring 

and on the trail, and make a new friend. Space is extremely limited, so make sure your camper is signed 

up today! 

 

Arrivals & Departures  

Arrival begins at 4:00 pm on Tuesday, January 1st, and end at 6:00 p.m. Please plan to arrive at camp 

no later than 5:30.  

Departure is 9:00-10:00 am Saturday, January 5th.   

 

Discipline Policies 

While the YMCA will make every attempt to provide reasonable accommodations, the YMCA will not accept 

children that are (1) of a danger to themselves or others, or (2) a disruption to the normal activities, 

making it impossible for other children to enjoy camp. Any of the above reasons will be grounds for 

dismissal from Camp Immokalee with no refund of tuition or fees paid. 

 



What does Winter Camp week look like? 

Tuesday 

Check in between 4:00pm – 6:00pm 

Dinner 6:30pm 

Evening program 7:30pm – 8:30pm 

Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

Flag raising/opening circle 7:45 

Breakfast 8:00am 

Activity Rotations  

9:00-12:00 

Lunch 12:30 

Rest hour 1:15pm – 2:15pm (day camp activity block) 

Camper Choice Activity 2:30pm – 3:30pm 

Snack 3:30pm – 4:00pm 

Camper Choice Activity 4:00pm – 5:00pm 

Flag Lowering/Hoppers 5:15 

Dinner 5:30pm 

Evening Activity 7:00-8:30 

8:30 Eve snack 

9:00 back to cabins 

10:00 lights out 

Saturday 

Breakfast in bed 7:30 

Departure from dining hall 9-10:00am  

 

What should I bring to camp? 

Below is a list of necessary and optional items a camper should take to camp. A sleeping bag is 

recommended, as it may get chilly during the evening. Cabins do have heathers, but a warm sleeping bag 

can ensure a good night’s rest. Personal belongings should be plainly marked for identification. 

 

 Sleeping bag with sheer liner or 1 blanket with set of single bed sheets 

 Pillow  

 2 towels 

 2 washcloths 

 Bathing suit  

 2 pair of comfortable pants or jeans 

 Underwear, shorts, socks and T-shirts  

 Light sweater or jacket 

 Rain gear 

 2 pair shoes (one being tennis shoes) 

 Wash kit: soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, comb, brush 

 Sunblock/suntan lotion 

 Insect repellent 

 Hat or cap for sun protection 

 Flashlight 

 Water bottle 

 Backpack/daypack 

 

 



Anything Extra? 

Horseback riding campers will need a pair of long pants and hard soled shoes.  Camp will provide all 

necessary safety equipment for these campers. 

 

What about lost & found? 

All unclaimed articles will be brought to the camp office on the afternoon of departure. Please check if you 

think your camper is missing an item. Any unclaimed clothing will be donated to a local charity. 

 

What about homesickness? 

When children are away from home for the first time, it is reasonable to assume that until they become 

adjusted to the camp environment, they may experience several days of mild to severe homesickness.  

Understanding parents realize that it is something that a child may need to experience and see through to 

the finish if he or she is to gain the degree of independence that is necessary to make the camper a self-

reliant individual. If you suspect that your camper may become homesick, don’t delay your departure from 

camp—he or she will be in great hands with our amazing camp staff! If you feel there is a problem, please 

do not hesitate to reach out to the Camp Director. They will make every effort to keep you informed of 

your child’s progress adjusting to camp life. 

 

Communication with Camp/Campers 

In the case of an emergency at home or camp, there is a camp telephone available in the office. The 

phone number is 352.473.4213.  Messages will be delivered to campers.  Campers will not be permitted 

personal use of the camp phone unless there is an emergency. You can also email the office or your 

camper at Immokalee@firstcoastymca.org 

 

Please do not bring your child’s cell phone to camp. Cell phones take away from the acquired 

independence and self-reliance that is so vital to the camper’s experience. Campers are not allowed to 

keep cell phones in their cabins. If they bring their cell phones to camp, we will collect them and keep 

them in the office for safekeeping. If you require a phone call with your child, please contact the office and 

we will make arrangements for your child to call you. 

 

What is camp policy on refunds? 

Camp fees are non-refundable except in very exceptional circumstances usually involving illness of 

sufficient seriousness to require withdrawal based on the advice of a physician.  It should be clearly 

understood that minor illness, homesickness, failure to abide by camp policies/rules, and change in plans 

on the part of parents are not sufficient grounds to warrant a refund. When a refund is granted, it will be 

the prorated portion of tuition paid. Any camp session cancellation within two weeks of scheduled arrival 

date will require payment of full camp fee. 

 

Medical Questions: 

Does my child need a physical to participate in resident winter camp? Yes. If your child attended 

summer camp in 2018, you need not resubmit the physical form. We would request, however, that you 

update their health history pages. If your child did not attend summer camp in 2018, then a physical will 

be required. 

 

What about medications? Medications must be brought to camp in the ORIGINAL container issued by 

the physician or pharmacist. Labels must include the camper’s name and the name of the medication. 

Upon arrival at camp, these will be turned in at check in. 



 

Medical Care? Staff are First Aid and CPR/PR certified. In case of emergencies, St. Vincent’s in 

Middleburg accepts our campers. Parents/guardians are contacted in emergencies and if camper is in 

health center more than 4 hours. 

 

Direction to Camp Immokalee: 

From Jacksonville: Take Route 21 (Blanding Blvd) south towards Keystone Heights (approximately 34 

miles from I-295). Turn right on Immokalee Road, which is just before you enter Keystone Heights 

(approximately 17 miles south of the junction of Rt. 21 and Rt. 16). Look for our signs. The entrance to 

camp is 1.5 miles on the left. Please turn in next to the dining hall. If you are coming from some other 

direction than Jacksonville, please call the camp office and we will be glad to assist you with the best 

directions to get to us! You can also get directions at www.maps.google.com. 

 



  



  



  



  



 




